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or "root complex/' because its influence is so subtly powerful that it seems a determining factor in facing many of the problems of life. In the devotional care which the mother renders to the child, the male Unconscious vaguely perceives an all-sufficing source of satisfaction in the early years. Even as the youth develops into adolescence, the motherly attentions satisfy many of the pleasure-cravings of the Unconscious. As a consequence, it has been observed that in the selection of a wife, men are influenced by traits, real or imaginary, in the object of their love* that the Unconscious perceives as likening to the mother (from whom it has received so many comforts). The likeness may be extremely slight, an intonation of the voice, a flashing smile, or toss of the head, or it may be entirely imaginary, but the Unconscious, through the nuclear complex senses in its crude way a new source of satisfaction and comfort. Thus, it seeks to regain lost pleasures which it has missed since the youth has passed from his mother's care, by influencing a choice in favour of the woman that resembles the infantile image of his mother.